Bribery's Reward 

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore evi- 
dently is under pressure to exhibit his nationalism. 
That, along with perhaps some personal dissatis- 
faction, is the most likely explanation of his sudden 
outburst against the United States. An unnamed 
American official, he charged, had offered him 
$3 million — which he spurned — to keep quiet about 
the fact that a Central Intelligence Agency repre- 
sentative had been caught in 1960 trying to buy 
information from a Singapore intelligence agent. 

Despite initial denials there seems to be some 
truth to the charge. Even when it is acknowledged 
that bribery and the purchase of information are 
not unique in intelligence operations, such prac- 
tices are difficult to defend (especially when the 
perpetrators are caught) — though Mr. Lee's dis- 
closure that he asked for $33 million in economic 
aid in return for silence makes it look as if he 
might have been merely haggling about the price. 
In any event the Kennedy Administration subse- 
quently cracked down on the CIA’s free wheeling. 

Actually, Mr. Lee has been subjected to sub- 
stantial strain since the Malaysian Federation 
booted out Singapore last month because of its 
large Chinese population. He may not particu- 
larly admire the United States, but he Is an ef- 
fective leader of high intelligence who, incidentally, 
is a stanch foe of the Communists. In view of 
our own apparent complicity, we can afford to 
tolerate a little tugging on the eagle’s feathers if 
Mr. Lee feels this necessary to prove his inde- 
pendence. In short, when he blows his top the 
best thing we can do is keep our shirts on. 
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